Biology 111 Learning Community
Gateway to Neuroscience/STEM-SCAMP
Course: BIOL 111-04/18/19
Semester: Fall 2020
Faculty Instructor: Dr. Chris Korey
Course Location: Online/ RITA 102
Meeting Time: MWF, 2-2:50 pm
Email: koreyc@cofc.edu
Phone: 843-953-7178

Biology 111 Learning Community
Our Classroom is an Inclusive Community
This course will provide equal access.I am happy to work with all students to ensure that they have equal access to the
educational experience of this class. Any student eligible for and needing accommodations because of a disability is
requested to speak with the me during the first two weeks of class or as soon as you have been approved for services so
that reasonable accommodations can be arranged - Center for Disability Services/SNAP.
Veterans and Active Duty Military: Veterans and active duty military personnel with special circumstances (e.g.,
upcoming deployments, drill requirements, disabilities) are welcome and encouraged to communicate these, in advance
if possible, to the instructor
Preferred Name and Pronoun Information: I will gladly honor your request to address you by the name and gender
pronouns of your choice - mine are he/him/his. Please advise me of this early in the semester via your college-issued
email account or during office hours so that I may make the appropriate notation on my class list.

Biology 111 Learning Community
Our Classroom is an Inclusive Community
Treat Zoom like a professional environment
Sign in with your preferred first name and last name, no nicknames
Video
● Turn on your video when possible. It is helpful to be able to see each
other, just as in an in-person class.
Audio
● Mute your microphone when you are not talking.
● Use a headset when possible. If you own headphones with a microphone,
please use them.
● Be in a quiet place when possible.
Chat
● Stay on topic
● No disrespectful comments or hate speech

Biology 111 Learning Community:
Big Ideas of the This Course
Structure Leads to
Function

Cellular Pathways
& Energy
Transformation

Flow and
Exchange of
Information

● The basic units of structure define the function of all living things
● Biological systems grow and change through chemical transformation
pathways
● How does information flow and exchange within/between cells and
between organisms

Biology 111 Learning Community
Required Textbook
● We are using the OpenStax Biology 2nd Edition
● This textbook is free online and can be read in a browser
or downloaded as a PDF
● You can also purchase a paper copy if you like through
the Bookstore or Amazon
This course uses digital course materials designed using Open Educational Resources (OER), high-quality,
openly licensed educational materials, rather than a traditional textbook. You can access all readings, videos,
quizzes and other activities through our OAKS course. Our course materials were selected by the Department
of Biology with support from CofC's OER Incentive Program.

Biology 111 Learning Community
How will you demonstrate your learning...
● In-Class Small Group Discussions/Assignments
● Weekly Low-Stakes Quizzes Online (10)
● Weekly Summary Sheets (9)
● Online/Take-home Exams (4)
● Science and Society Assignment (During Online Week after Thanksgiving)
● Final Course Assignment (Due During Final Exam Block)

BIOL 111 Grading Specifications
I use a grading approach that is called specifications grading. I’ll talk
about it in more detail on the second day of class.
Grade # of
Complete
Exams

# of
Complete
Quizzes

# of Complete
Weekly Summary
Sheets

Science in Society
Assignment

Final Course
Assignment

A

4 of 4

8 of 10

10 of 12

1

1 of 1

B

3 of 4

7 of 10

9 of 12

1

1 of 1

C

2 of 4

6 of 10

8 of 12

1

1 of 1

D

1 of 4

5 of 10

7 of 12

1

1 of 1

F

0 of 4

<5 of 10

<4 of 9

0

0

Biology 111 Learning Community
How can I be successful in Biology...
●

Preparation before class is essential for success

●

Be mindful of when things are due

●

Attend class and be actively engaged in our classroom community

●

Be engaged and active in your learning after class

●

Adopt a growth mindset.

Class Attendance
Due to the ongoing pandemic, I do not have an attendance policy for this
course. The course is graded on the material you complete over the
course of the semester.
So, do I need to still come to class on a regular basis?
The short answer is - yes! In my experience, students who do not attend
class regularly in-person often struggle to keep up with the pace of the
material in our course. It’s important that you come to class on time, ready
to work; that you stay for the entire class period; and that you are working
on Biology while you are here.

Class Attendance
Sometimes, life happens or a pandemic happens…
I also understand that you all have other courses, life responsibilities, jobs,
and families. You may test positive for SARS-CoV-2, develop COVID-19
symptoms, or have to quarantine/self-isolate. Sometimes, life just takes an
unexpected turn.
However, that shouldn’t prevent you from being successful in this class.
Please do not hesitate to talk to me about any personal issues (you do not
have to provide specifics) that arise during the semester so that we can
arrange for the assistance you may need and make reasonable
accommodations for you to complete missed work.
A significant amount of our course material will have online components,
which will help when making up missed work.

Biology 111 Learning Community
Where will you find course information...
Our Learning Management System is called OAKS
We’ll use it if for:
● All Course Informational Material (Syllabus, Day by Day Detailed Course Guide)
● Course Calendar
● Grading Specifications for the Course and Assignments
● Pre-Class Reading Guides
● Supplemental Course Material
● Non-Textbook Course Readings

Inclement Weather, Pandemic or Substantial Interruption of Instruction
●

If in-person classes are suspended, faculty will announce
to their students a detailed plan for a change in modality
to ensure the continuity of learning.

●

All students must have access to a computer equipped
with a web camera, microphone, and Internet access.
Resources are available to provide students with these
essential tools.

●

Bookmark the NOAA Hurricane Page:
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

What are important dates I should make note of in my calendar?
I maintain a comprehensive course calendar with the course topics, readings, assignments, and due
dates. In the event that our schedule changes (due to weather, class cancellations, etc.), I will
update the course calendar online as soon as I can. This information will also be in our OAKs
course calendar

Biology 111
How do I read the Course Calendar During the Remote Learning Window?
Readings for Week Ahead

Assignments that are due
this week

Topic for that Day

Group that is meeting
In-Person
Online with Zoom

Biology 111
How do I read the Course Calendar During On-Campus Hybrid Class Mode?

Group that is meeting
In-Person
In-Person
Let’s Look at OAKs for this Week...

Welcome to Team Glia
Lauren

Anhaeuser

Lauren

Anthony

Jay

Arnold

Essany

Bailiff

Izabella

Baipho

Jimeace

Bonaparte

Nat

Colon

Jordan

Cooke

Julia

Cooper

Alex

Dave

Cammy

Davenport

NyEmma

Drakes

Lily

Duncan

Latiya

Edwards

Skylar

Epps

●

This grouping determines your Wednesday and Friday
schedule for this course (next slide)

●

Because of reduced room capacities, you cannot
change teams and come to the in-person meeting of the
Neurons

Team Glia - Organizing Your Week
Weekend Work
●
Complete Readings for Week Ahead/Start Study Guides
Monday
●
Come to our Full Class Interactive Zoom Lecture (2-2:50pm) - Link in OAKs
●
Review your notes and update Study Guides
Tuesday
●
Watch Online Mini-Lecture for Wednesday/Update Study Guide
Wednesday
●
Come to our Small Group Interactive Zoom or In-Person Session (2-2:50pm) - Link in OAKs
●
Review Your Notes and Update Study Guides
Friday
●
Read Neuroscience News and Views (2-2:50pm)
●
Update Study Guides from the Weeks Material
Weekend Work
●
Create Visual Summary of Previous Week’s Material (Submit by Monday)
●
Take Online Quiz on Previous Week’s Material
●
Complete Readings for Week Ahead/Start Study Guides

Welcome to Team Neuron
Olivier

Geraghty

Ethan

Greene

Gianni

Guyot

Winnie

Hawkins

Ashlyn

Hosea

Austin

Loadholt

Lexi

Macario

Claire

McCaffrey

Matthew

McCoy

Kevin

Paiz

Haley

Porter

Lily

Toensing

Je T'aime

Truell

Amanda

Whitehead

Sydney

Widrick

Bella

Xenakis

●

This grouping determines your Wednesday and Friday
schedule for this course (next slide)

●

Because of reduced room capacities, you cannot
change teams and come to the in-person meeting of the
Glia

Team Neuron - Organizing Your Week
Weekend Work
●
Complete Readings for Week Ahead/Start Study Guides
Monday
●
Come to our Full Class Interactive Zoom Lecture (2-2:50pm) - Link in OAKs
●
Review your notes and update Study Guides
Tuesday
●
Watch Online Mini-Lecture for Wednesday/Update Study Guide
Wednesday
●
Read Neuroscience News and Views (2-2:50pm) - Update Study Guide
Friday
●
Come to our Small Group Interactive Zoom or In-Person Session (2-2:50pm) - Link in OAKs
●
Review your notes and Update Study Guides from the Weeks Material
Weekend Work
●
Create Visual Summary of Previous Week’s Material (Submit by Monday)
●
Take Online Quiz on Previous Week’s Material
●
Complete Readings for Week Ahead/Start Study Guides

Biology 111 Learning Community
Supporting Your Learning
● Student Hours/Google Hangout
● Synthesis Seminar (FYSS 101)
● Supplemental Instruction (SI)
● Center for Student Learning

Student Hours (aka Office Hours)
What do I use that for?
By appointment
● on Zoom
● In-Person in SSMB Courtyard
A time to ask questions about the course,
an assignment, latest Marvel movie, future
careers, the meaning of life
Come Early, Come Often

My Office = RITA 207

Most students don’t figure out that chatting
with your professor is useful until they’re
sophomores...why not figure that out now!

Biology 111 Learning Community
Contacting Me
●

Google Hangouts: Join this Google Hangout for our course. You can stick the app on
your phone or have it open in your browser. Send questions to this and I’ll answer
within an hour or two. Use this for general questions about course material and
assignments. Do not send questions of a personal nature, use email for that.

●

Email is the best way to connect with me if you have questions that are particular to
just you or course questions that require more than just the google hangout chat. I’ll
answer your emails within 24 hours.
○

Emails sent to me after 5pm will likely be answered the next morning. Emails
sent after 4pm on Friday will be answered on Sunday night or Monday morning

Learning Communities and the FYSS 101
The Synthesis Seminar is an Integral Part of this Course.
Completion of this section of the FYSS is factored into your final
course grade in this course
These will begin remotely and transition to in-person
LC13A: Neuro (PSYC 103 - Dr. Ruscio)
● FYSS 101 - Wednesday 6:00-6:50 pm; Bell Building 403
● Peer Facilitator - Nic Hayes
LC13B: Neuro (PSYC 103 - Dr. Ruscio)
● FYSS 101 - Friday 8:00-8:50 am; Bell Building 408
● Peer Facilitator - Charlotte Marchell
LC16: STEM/SCAMP (MATH120 - Professor Agrest)
● FYSS 101 - Thursday 3:05-3:55 pm; Bell Building 405
● Peer Facilitator - Coralys Rios Santiago

Biology 111 Learning Community
Supplemental Instruction
●

I strongly urge you to attend SI at least once weekly with Maryam Jafri,
our SI Leader.

●

It is fun, social, and provides another way of viewing our material – it is
not remedial.

●

Students who regularly attend SI outperform those who do not by nearly
a full letter grade, on average.

●

More Information on Monday

Biology 111 Learning Community:
Honor Code and Academic Integrity
●

Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or others having knowledge
of the incident to the Dean of Students.

●

A student found responsible by the Honor Board for academic dishonesty will receive a XXF in the course,
indicating failure of the course due to academic dishonesty. This grade will appear on the student’s transcript for
two years after which the student may petition for the XX to be expunged. The F is permanent. The student may
also be placed on disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from
the College by the Honor Board.

●

Students should be aware that unauthorized collaboration--working together without permission-- is a form of
cheating. Unless the instructor specifies that students can work together on an assignment, quiz and/or test, no
collaboration during the completion of the assignment is permitted.

●

Students can find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook

