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Course Overview
This course will provide students with a thorough review of
molecular biology. The first half of the semester will focus on
molecular structure and the second half will emphasize function.
Special topics relating to molecular biology current events will be
incorporated into lectures . Students will also work on an
independent research and writing project aimed at updating an opensource encyclopedia (Wikipedia).
Prerequisite(s): BIOL 111/BIOL 111L, BIOL 112/BIOL 112L, BIOL 211/BIOL 211D
and BIOL 305; one year of chemistry. CHEM 232 can be substituted
for BIOL 211 and BIOL 305. Co-requisite(s) or Prerequisite(s): MATH
250 or equivalent course in statistics or permission of instructor.

Text Book
Molecular Biology of the Gene, 7th Edition
By: Watson, Baker, Bell, Gann, Levine,
Losick (see OAKS for link)

Course Materials
All course materials, including the syllabus,
lecture slides, study guides, handouts,
protocols and accompanying papers, are on
OAKS.
·

Learning Objectives & Course Expectations
Learning Objectives: Understand the structure and function of DNA, RNA, and Proteins.
Participate in a collaborative writing project aimed at producing a high-quality summary of a
molecular biology concept that is suitable for publication in an open-source encyclopedia.

Prepare for class

Electronics

Review Previous lectures
prior to class and bring any
questions.

Lap tops and tablets may
be used for class-related
exercises only.

Writing Project

Participation

You are expected to work
on the Wiki-writing project
all semester. The final
product is a culmination of
many weeks work.

Active participation via
discussion and questions will
enhance the experience for
all.

GRADING

Exams*
Quizzes*
Writing Project

93 +
90-92
87-89
83-86
80-82
77-79
73-76
70-72
67-69
63-66
60-62
Below 60

300 pt
200 pt
150 pt

650 pts
*see course schedule for quiz and
exam dates

A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

Office Hours (or by appointment)

Office: 65 Coming
Street, Room 102

MONDAY

10:00-11:00

Attendance Policy
You are strongly encouraged to
attend all lectures. A quiz or exam
that is missed due to absence is not
eligible for make-up and will be
recorded as a zero. There is a
significant positive correlation
between class attendance and final
grade.

Honor Code and Academic Integrity

You can read all about the Honor Code and your expectations here: http://deanofstudents.cofc.edu/honorsystem/studenthandbook/5-the-honor-code.php
Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, when identified, are
investigated. Each instance is examined to determine the degree of deception involved.
Incidents where the professor believes the student’s actions are clearly related more to ignorance,
miscommunication, or uncertainty, can be addressed by consultation with the student. We will craft a written
resolution designed to help prevent the student from repeating the error in the future. The resolution,
submitted by form and signed by both the professor and the student, is forwarded to the Dean of Students
and remains on file. Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly to the Dean of
Students. A student found responsible for academic dishonesty will receive a XF in the course, indicating
failure of the course due to academic dishonesty. This grade will appear on the student’s transcript for two
years after which the student may petition for the X to be expunged. The student may also be placed on
disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from the College by
the Honor Board. It is important for students to remember that unauthorized collaboration--working
together without permission-- is a form of cheating. Unless a professor specifies that students can work
together on an assignment and/or test, no collaboration is permitted. Other forms of cheating include
possessing or using an unauthorized study aid (such as a PDA), copying from another’s exam, fabricating
data, and giving unauthorized assistance. Remember, research conducted and/or papers written for other
classes cannot be used in whole or in part for any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission
from the professor.

Disability/Access Needs
1. Any student eligible for and needing accommodations because of a disability is requested to speak with the
professor during the first two weeks of class or as soon as the student has been approved for
services so that reasonable accommodations can be arranged.

